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What is Vox Pop? 


Vox Pop, “voice of the people,” is Mars Hill Church's monthly 





newspaper. As the 1st century Christian church grew at a 
supernatural rate, the written word became vital in maintain- 
ing Communication and community among believers. Not 
only did the letters of Paul play a huge role in this process, 
they're in your Bible. Vox Pop is not your Bible. As Mars Hill 
continues to grow, however, our prayer is that the Holy Spirit 
will use our imperfect words to foster love between you and 
me and Him. 


Welcome to Mars Hill Church 


To those who are new, welcome to Mars Hill; if you are a 








guest at one of our Sunday services, we'd love to know you 
better. Please take the time to fill out an information card, 
available in your seat or at the information desk. Drop it in 
the offering basket during service - if It’s your first time, a little 
info about who you are is your offering to us - or slip it into 
one of the triangular information kiosks in the foyer. 

Stop by our “Connect Center” — located in the SW 
lounge just off the main foyer—after any service for a 
casual introduction to our church community. For more 
information, Sermons, essays and more visit our website at 
www.marshillchurch.org. If you have additional questions, 
please email life@marshillchurch.org. 





Letters to Vox Pop 





Here’s a sampling of the e-mails that made it to the Vox Pop 
inbox this month. If you would write to us, we could publish 
real letters. Send letters to the editor, story ideas and other 
content to voxpop@marshillchurch.org. 


01/19...How ‘bout a brand new vacuum cleaner? You've 
seen the ROOMBA Robovac and the DYSON Bagless 
Vacuum offered on TV. Now you can take your pick between 
the two! Don't waste any time -- your free new vacuum Is 
ready to ship as soon as you make your choice! 

Thank you, Debra Alonzo 

Your Award Representative 


01/18...We sent you this email because you asked for 
updates about new products and promotions. If you'd rather 
not receive email updates from CCS, you can delete your 
name from our email list by clicking here. If you have trouble 
clicking the link, please cut and paste the following URL: 
http://java.ccs.com/ccsmessageboard/ezine/unsubscribe.jsp 
Please note that it may take up to 10 days to process your 
request. 


01/15...Dear SouthTrust customer, we need your help. Due 
to massive hardware failure some of the vital data have been 
lost. If you could please take 5 minutes and update some of 
your personal records to help us restore our database. 





If you're a member of Mars Hill and just married, feel free to send 
us a picture and announcement of your marriage to be published 
in Vox Pop - email announcements @marshillchurch.org 


Just Married: Eric and Karla Eberlein 


Eric and Karla met over two years ago at Stone Gardens 
Climbing Gym in Seattle, WA. Both were volunteers teach- 
ing children’s climbing classes. The two were acquaintances 
until the Holy Spirit prompted a conversation that led to the 
journey of marriage. It was the last day of Eric’s dedicated 
work with the climbing group and Karla was curious to know 
why he was leaving. The dialogue went something like this: 


“Why are you leaving Eric?” Karla mused, “You are so 
great with kids here.” 

“Well, Eric replied, | have been called to the Children’s 
Ministry at Mars Hill Church and want to dedicate my time 
and energy there.” 

Wow, Karla thought, He is a Christian—this is incredible! 

“| too am involved in the Children’s Ministry at my 
church,” she said. 

The Holy ball was rolling... 
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They exchanged email addresses and telephone numbers 
that were soon committed to memory. The couples’ first 
“date” was at Eric’s home group, which happened to be 
at the house of another Carla and Eric (Youngblut)—how 
bizarre! After much prayer and revelation from the Lord, the 
pursuit was on and God's mysterious plan came into pass. 
Praise Jesus! 

Mr. and Mrs. Eberlein married on December 27, 2004, 
at Ray’s Boathouse. Pastor Tim Smith officiated the wedding 


and the presence of God was glorified. 1% 
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Because Jesus 
Knows This 


The “Paradox” is just that 





By Ryan Brett 


The differences still shine through the standard Mars Hill 
coffeehouse style. Entering through the dimly lit, single fire 
door off Leary, you feel the distinct subtleties reinforcing the 
fact that you are not at Sunday morning service. As you walk 
across the cold, glazed concrete floors, staring down at the 
mottled, off-brown colors, you shift your shoulders to ease 
your way through patches of people young and old. A band 
takes the stage giving someone in the crowd the finger and 
a little un-publishable banter before starting their first song. 
The venue is half full, with the majority restlessly packed into 
the first 15-20 feet surrounding the stage. It’s the last show 
for Blue Sky Mile, ever, and their fans have come out to give 
them a proper send-off; they all scream along. These regulars, 
they know the meaning of loyalty, the calling of community, 
and this isn’t by chance. Away from the shine of the stage 
lights, hidden behind the concession stand, sitting behind 
the entrance table stands the backbone of this unique venue. 
These people help give the patrons what they take from a 
show. They are the volunteers led by Bubba Jennings. This 
is a Mars Hill ministry, aptly named the Paradox. 

Okay, some history about this unique venue will most 
likely wipe that quizzical look off your face. Let’s start at the 
beginning: back in 1985, the Seattle City Council passed 
legislation called the Teen Dance Ordinance (TDO), which 
regulated the execution of “dances” in Seattle involving 
youth under the age of 18. With the TDO in place, many 
Seattle all-age venues closed down. In fact, the rules were 
so strict and expensive that a license was only issued once 
in the 15-year life of the ordinance; hardly anyone attempted. 
However, the city had left a loophole: non-profit companies 
were exempt from the ordinance. 

Enter Mars Hill Church. With its non-profit status they 
could legitimately open an all-ages club, legally skirting the 


unfair regulations that were destroying the Seattle youth 
music scene. At that time Mars Hill was about 4 years old 
and led by pastors Mark Driscoll, Leif Moi and Mike Gunn. 
The church congregation was not only young but also a part 
of the community affected by the ordinance, and members 
found they could do something about it. Pastor Mark says, 
“Our original goal [with the Paradox] was to serve the music 
community by providing a nice, safe and fun environment 
[...] to practice hospitality and demonstrate grace to people 
who would otherwise not likely be interested in church.” 

Thus, with the help of guys like Jeff Norris and Jeff 
Bettger, the Paradox was born. Located in the U-District at 
5510 University Way NE, the Paradox was virtually the only 
all-ages venue in Seattle. It was an answer to Seattle’s need 
for an all-ages music venue, a place to hear great bands like 
Death Cab for Cutie, Bright Eyes and Pedro the Lion even if 
you weren't old enough to drink. 

Fast forward to August 12, 2002. Mayor Greg Nickels, 
with the City Council, passed the All Ages Dance Ordinance 
(AADO), which replaced the ever-vague and archaic TDO. 
This helped the music scene greatly as more all-age venues 
started popping up. However, as could be guessed, this had 
an adverse effect on the Paradox. 

The Paradox as a company was not doing so well. By 
early 2003 Bettger and 
Bubba 
down a closure due to 


were staring 
an immense cost that 
Mars Hill could no longer 
afford, a $5,000 a month 
loss. So they closed up 
shop after their last show 
at the University location 
on February 1, 2003 but 
continued to coordinate 


tions throughout Seattle. 
During this chaos 
the reputation of the 
Paradox and It’s fan base 


diminished, not having a 
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shows at various loca- 


Photo by: Rick James 


defined venue to call their own or, more importantly, a venue 
for its patrons to call home. The Paradox, to the dismay of 
many, seemed to be vanishing. 

Meanwhile, Mars Hill church moved into their new home 
at 1401 NW Leary Way in Ballard, which boasted ample 
space. After the major build-out expenses were paid, a back 
room in the new facility was refurbished into a concert hall to 
ultimately house the new Paradox. The new space was fin- 
ished—a perfect answer for the Paradox—and the first show 
at its new venue occurred in October 2003. Now they could 
put on the shows they wanted without the financial worry of 
the past. Because the venue was owned by Mars Hill, they 
could use it whenever they needed. 

This brings us to the present and a new beginning for 
the Paradox. Although steeped in credibility in the Seattle 
music scene, their absence dealt a blow to their attendance, 
as did moving under the roof of a church. Some kids are 
freaked out by this, perhaps suspicious that they are being 
swindled into a conversion event, being baited with rock 
music just to be hit with an unwanted, forced message of 
Christianity. 

This is a perception Bubba would like to squash. He 
wants people to know that “when people understand where 
the heart of the Paradox is, they understand we create a re- 
specttful, hospitable, positive, caring environment; no strings 
attached. God has provided for us and we're able to give 
back. What we provide is straight up Christian hospitality.” 
So what do Mars Hill outsiders think of this mission? Long- 
time ‘Dox-head, Chunk, feels that the new venue definitely 
has a “churchy feel, [but] it’s not in your face.” Lydia and 
Paula think the place is “very nice and clean...almost too 
clean.” But they appreciate it, as Chunk tells of other places 
in the city where “bouncers who beat up kids for no reason” 
and that “the Paradox is not like that at all. There’s more 
respect.” 

It's apparent to Christians and non-Christians alike: 
something about the Paradox is different—and that difference 
has nothing to do with location. Take away the room and 
you are left with something substantive and real: showing 
true, “no-strings-attached” love. The culture, the people of 
Seattle, the city we live in, these are the ones we are trying 
to reach—the people we used to be. 

Sometimes we separate ourselves from “non-Christians,” 
forgetting we were the same just a few short years ago. 
When we read the Bible, we see who Jesus hung out with, 
who He was related to. He connected with the outcasts, the 
people who committed the most unacceptable sins, accord- 
ing to our fallen world. Jesus didn’t stick to the Christian sec- 
tion of the bookstore, music shop or concert hall. He sought 
out the unloved and loved them. Many of you participate in 
the Seattle culture in Paradoxian fashion. It shows unbeliev- 
ers the Truth through life instead of just words, community 
instead of disassociation. Seattle is our city, our culture; we 
are not separate from it. It is this we need to grasp and hold 
close so that we might show our culture the love of our Lord. 
The Paradox knows this. 1% 
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A Tale of Disaster, Distress and Hope 


By Deacon James Harleman and Emily Drury memme 


“The day after Christmas, Alice and | were calmly waiting 
in the lobby of our hotel when we noticed a lot of people 
running. At first we thought they were running to look at 
something, but very soon it became apparent that they were 
running from a tidal wave. Alice and | literally ran for our lives. 
We tried hanging onto each other, but the current of the 
water was to strong. | soon lost both flip flops and my purse. 
| then jumped into the back of a pickup truck that was being 
washed away. If Alice and | had known better, we would have 
run upstairs instead of straight into the water. The truck | was 
in got caught around a tree, and | jumped out or was going 
to be pulled under with the truck. The last | saw of Alice, she 
was struggling in the rising water, and | was screaming for 
her...” 

Mars Hill Member Jessica Gilroy received this email 
from her dear friend Emily shortly after the tsunami crisis that 
has ravaged the Asian coastlines. Of all the ways we might 
try to put a face on this recent disaster, nothing speaks quite 
so clearly as the voice of a survivor who was so close to our 
church family: 


“At one point, as | was grabbing at tree branches... | went 
under some bamboo and knew that | was drowning. | 
scrambled up and was eventually able to grab onto a tree. 
Debris was coming up around the tree, and | knew a broken 
leg or ankle was not a good idea, so | struggled to keep 
my feet on top. No rational thoughts were going through my 
head... just that | could NOT believe what was happening. 
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When the water calmed down, | was holding on for dear life 
to the tree and noticed that my arms and legs were badly 
scratched...but | was alive, minus one contact lens...and 
could have died; | also could have lost my entire family. Over 
to my left, | saw two feet sticking up from the debris...| think 
those feet will haunt me for a long time. A young girl behind 
me was missing her bikini bottoms; they had been torn off in 
the current. | pulled mine off from under my skirt and gave 
her mine.” 

Few recognize that the tsunami disaster won’t be over 
for years; loss of loved ones, homes, businesses, places 
of employment and the threat of disease continue to haunt 
those close to this tragedy. Even less of us stop to think of 
the cumulative indignities, as survivors are literally left naked 
with not only their clothes torn off, but their personal posses- 
sions spilled out of ruined homes into muddy streets for all 
to see: personal effects, pictures, heirlooms and mementos 
devastated and ruined. Parents struggle not to look emotion- 
ally ravaged in front of their children, who look to mom and 
dad for strength. 

Despite all this, however, the ripples from this event 
will not merely consist of stories about physical wounds 
and emotional scars but also tales of love and compassion. 
From the moment tragedy struck, people helped one another 
with a surge of adrenaline-fueled compassion, reacting as 
image-bearers of God whether they knew Him or not. Emily's 
account continues: 


“| made it out to the main road with a woman from Finland. | 
wanted to wade back to the hotel, but did not know if another 





wave would hit, or if | would be swept to sea. The woman and 
| found a badly injured man and some kind Thai people put 
us into the back of a pickup that took us to a local hospital. 
| knew that my family thought | was dead, yet there was no 
way to contact them.” 

“At the hospital it was complete chaos: bloody floors, 
people with open wounds, children crying for parents, people 
crying in pain. | lay down and prayed. After about two hours, 
my father walked in, lost glasses and blind as a bat. He held 
me and cried. He'd left Alice and Mom (both safe) to come 
looking for me. At that point Mom and Alice were certain 
| was dead. Dad and | spent the whole day helping other 
people and spent the night on the lawn of the hospital. Mom 
joined us the next day; the only way she had known | was 
alive was because she'd met the girl | had given my swimsuit 
bottoms to at another hospital.” 


People of varied faiths — including Christians — have 
claimed to know the mind of their god in regard to this 
tragedy: some have said it is his wrath and others have 
ascribed that anger to one particular sin or another of the 
indigenous peoples. Others have claimed that their god had 
nothing to do with it, implying that their god, apparently, just 
isn't in control—or at least was on a cigarette break. At Mars 
Hill Church, however — whether we wrestle between words 
like “allowed” or “caused” — we know that God is sovereign 
over all things, and that nothing is beyond His knowledge 
or control. Why this specific event occurred has not been 
mystically revealed, and we shouldn't speak as though it has; 
we DO know from Genesis that creation is under a curse, 


Coffins line a street in Thailand, 
where a monastery could be used to 
house as many as 800 bodies. 


This 78 year-old Sri Lankan man 
scaled a nearby palm tree as the 
tsunami hit. He remained in the tree 
for an hour-and-a-half. He stands 

in the ruins of what used to be his 
house. 


Photographs by Mark Bloomfield, a NW 
Medical Teams volunteer who recently 
returned from a disaster response team 
in Southeast. 


and we know that we're all sinners, and we should be under 
no illusion that the country, county or city in which we live 
is more godly, or less deserving of judgment, than anyone 
else. However, God was on the throne before the tsunami, 
He was still there in the midst of the deluge, and He’s on 
the throne now. It is certainly no more evident than now; the 
common grace shown as His Spirit moves men and women 
to help each other is a shining testament to that fact. 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 
who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort 
those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have 
received from God. 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 

We encourage everyone at Mars Hill Church to be in 
prayer for those directly and indirectly involved in this crisis; 
those in the midst of the situation and others across the 
globe that have to come to terms with the repercussions of 
this life-changing event. We also ask that you pray specifi- 
cally for our brothers and sisters in Christ - both those who 
are local to the area, and those responding physically to the 
needs there. 

There are also a number of ways you can contribute 
financially as well. One of our Acts 29 Church Planting 
partners in India, Arjuna Chiguluri, has pastors in the coastal 
regions whose communities were devastated by this event. 
He will be helping organize tsunami relief efforts in two dif- 
ferent areas, Vuppada and Machilipatnam (shown on the 
map below), where people on the coasts lost all they had. 
They will provide household items, fishing nets, clothes and 
other pressing needs. As an organization, Mars Hill Church 
is contributing $10,000 to Vision Nationals and this effort; 
we know Arjuna personally 
and have a very intimate con- 
nection with his family and 
ministry. We also encourage 
our body as individuals to 
contribute as they are able 
to help our good friend 
Arjuna provide help to those 





in need. .%/ 


Make checks out to “Vision Nationals” and put “Relief work” 
in the memo; contributions should be mailed to their U.S. 
office: 


Vision Nationals 

116 Village Square West 
Ridgway, Colorado 81432 
(970) 626-5235 


If you have questions regarding Vision Nationals, email 
karla@visionnationals.com. 


graphic by: Acacia Bergin 





You trampled the sea with 
your horses churning the great 
waters. I heard and my heart 
pounded, my lips quivered at 
the sound; decay crept into my 
bones, and my legs trembled. 
Though the fig tree does not 
bud and there are no grapes 
on the vines, though the 
olive crop fails and the fields 
produce no food, though there 
are no sheep in the pen and no 
cattle in the stalls, yet I will 
rejoice in the Lord, I will be 


joyful in God my Savior. 


Habakkuk 3:15-18 








This boat landed on top of a house, killing the family who 
lived inside. With bodies buried underneath mounds of debris, 
the streets and piers of Thailand reeked of death. Without 
earthmovers, remains must be recovered and rubble removed 
by hand. 


Mars Hill Member Shane Hulbert will be leading a 
trip to Vizag, India in April, in connection with Vision 
Nationals, to help with orphans and distribute medical 
supplies. Although the trip was planned before the 
imminent crisis, the proximity to the coast means there 
will likely be opportunities to have a very direct impact 
on the troubles being experienced due to the recent 
tsunami. Shane will be working with Arjuna to help out 
as needed, and is looking to take 10-20 people with 
him on the trip. If you feel led to go on this life-changing 
experience and lend your physical assistance, email 
Shane: xcerberusx@hotmail.com. 

There are also a good number of reputable organi- 
zations helping out in various countries throughout the 
region. For a full list of recommended organizations, visit 
the Mars Hill Church Connect Center after a Sunday 
Service or check online at www.marshillchurch.org. 
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Trumeau Conference mareh 11-12 


By Joey Rice 





Blue Like Jazz. The title buzzes on the lips and in the ears of 
Christian cultural hipsters and even some curious pagans. | 
seem to see that indigo volume everywhere | go these days: 
tucked under the arm of a fellow wedding-goer in Boulder 
last week, on the bookshelf at a new acquaintance’s home 
in Minneapolis. A good friend told me that she used her tithe 
money one month to buy a few copies and ship them to 
some friends whilst she was in Japan teaching English. | left 
my own copy accidentally at my hair stylist’s last month (who 
happens to be an astrologist), and when | came back to get 
my roots done, she said she’d been reading it and would 
like to keep it long enough to finish! Don Miller, the author 
of Blue Like Jazz, Searching for God Knows What and co- 
author of To Own a Dragon, is an Acts 29er (Mars Hill's 
larger church-planting organization) at Imago Dei church 
in Portland. If you’ve read BLJ, you'll know the connection 
between Mars Hill and Don: Mark Driscoll shows up among 
a colorful cast of characters as “Mark the cussing pastor.” 
What you might not know is that Don will be turning up in 
Seattle in mid-March. 

The event is an arts conference for the up-and-coming 
Trumeau College of the Arts. Dan Rice, a classically trained 
artist and former pastor with a Masters Degree in Christian 
Studies and Visual Art from Regent College in Vancouver, 
B.C., is the president and visionary of Trumeau. Rice has 
a passion for philosophy, a long resume of teaching art 
both conceptually and technically, an idea for a manuscript 
on Michelangelo in the works with Zondervan and a vision 
for a community of Christian artists pursuing intelligent and 
excellent expression. This amalgam of creativity, academics 
and faith has led Rice to spearhead cinching up the loose 
ties of art-minded believers through Trumeau. The Trumeau 
conference, March 11-12, is the first major thrust to draw 
people together and introduce them to the college, which 
begins student enrollment for Fall 2005. 

The theme is “Re—Back from Exile.” The idea behind 

“Re” is that what much of Christendom gave up or vilified 
of the arts—from the whitewashing of formerly mural-painted 
church walls during the Protestant Reformation to the 
segregation of “secular” and “Christian” music, movies and 
literature of today—must now be redeemed, recaptured and 
revived through the pursuit of excellent and intelligent art 
that interfaces with the culture. The two-day conference 
will feature Don Miller as the keynote speaker, lectures from 
Trumeau faculty on C.S. Lewis, George MacDonald, Art as 
Worship and Re-Thinking Art in a Post-Modern Age, a gal- 
lery showing of twenty artists’ work and a live concert with 
the Jacob Taylor Band and the Myriad. This smorgasbord 


of thoughtful, faith-oriented art ranging from the academic 
to the purely aesthetic will hope to spark some important 
discussions and create a meeting point for artists and art 
enthusiasts to gather around. 

The locale is another Acts 29 connection: Doxa Church 
in West Seattle where Sunday sermons are delivered along- 
side an artist’s interpretive painting of the service from start 
to finish. Crown moldings, hardwood floors, a richly textured 
bistro/ concert venue/ gallery called the Flying Lion Café, 
and a sprawling facility make a perfect hosting ground for 
this event. A more appropriate fit still is the heart of Doxa 
Church and its pastor, Bill Clem. 

Clem hopes to use their extensive facilities, not for the 
purpose of growing a mega-church, but instead to create a 
community center that happens to have Doxa meeting at it. 
They'd like to establish, through grant funding, a children’s 
theater, a daycare and a wedding chapel for starters. Clem 
met Mark Driscoll at a Post-Modern conference in Orlando 
and directed the Inn at Western Washington University 
before undergoing Acts 29 boot camp and assessment to 
become one of their church planters. “People who might be 
able to have coffee or take their kids to daycare in a church 
would likely be far more comfortable doing the same at a 
community center. We can bring them from a safe idea to 
an unsafe one. This isn’t bait and switch. We want to be a 
place where life happens and then people hear about the 
Life-Giver,” says Clem. 

A major goal is to contextualize the three campuses on 
their one property, which will need the help of organizations 
such as Trumeau utilizing those spaces, as well as leaders 
rising up from within Doxa, whose congregation is now ap- 
proximately at 150. 

Don Miller's “non-religious thoughts on Christian 
spirituality,” which broaches the chasm between Christian 
and secular through dialog with the mainstream culture, is a 
well-placed piece in Trumeau’s line-up. Those who gravitate 
toward the kind of cultural relevancy that Miller champions 
in his both unassuming and startlingly clever writing are the 
sort of people that Trumeau is hoping to connect with long- 
term. It seems that Mars Hillians might have more than a little 
to contribute in that vein. \% 


The conference will be March 11-12, Friday 4-10 PM and 
Saturday 9AM-10 PM. Adult registration is $75 before the 
event and $85 at the door. Students pay $39 anytime. For 
more information on Trumeau or to sign up for the conference, 
please visit http://www.trumeau.net . If you are interested in 
Doxa, visit http://www.doxachurch.com. To find out more 
about Donald Miller, visit http://www.bluelikejazz.com. 
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Trumeau founder Daniel Rice chillin’ at Doxa’s Flying Lion Café. 








Art created during sermons hangs on the walls of Doxa’s sanctuary. 





Photos by: Jon Krombein 


Morality 


By Donald Miller 





VOX POP note: Don Miller will be the keynote speaker at 
the Trumeau Conference, March 11-12 at Doxa Church in 
West Seattle. 


| was the guest on a radio show recently that was broadcast 
on a secular station, one of those conservative shows that 
paints Democrats as terrorists. The interviewer asked what 
| thought about the homosexuals who were trying to take 
over the country. | confess | was taken aback. | hadn't real- 
ized that homosexuals were trying to take over the country. 

“Which homosexuals are trying to take over the coun- 
try?” | asked. 

“You know,” the interviewer began, “the ones who 
want to take over Congress and the Senate.” 

| paused for a while. “Well,” | said, “I’ve never met those 
guys and | don’t know who they are. The only homosexuals 
I've met are very kind people, some of whom have been beat 
up and spit on and harassed and, in fact, feel threatened by 
the religious right.” Think about it. If you watch CNN all day 
and see extreme Muslims in the Middle East declaring war 
on America because they see us as immoral, and then you 
read the paper the next day to find the exact same words 
spoken by evangelical leaders against the culture here 
in America, you'd be pretty scared. lve never heard of a 
homosexual group trying to take over the world, or for that 
matter the House or the Senate, but | can point you to about 
fifty evangelical organizations who are trying to do exactly 
that. | don’t know why. In my opinion, we should tell people 
about Jesus, not try to build some kind of temporary moral 
civilization here on earth. If you want that, move to Salt Lake 
City. “And what is the name of this homosexual group that 
is trying to take over America?” | asked the host, somewhat 
angry at his ignorant misuse of war rhetoric. 

“Well, | hear about hem all the time,” he said, rather 
frustrated with me. 

“If you hear about them all the time, what is the name 
of the organization?” 

“Well, | don’t know right now. But they are there.” 

“Can | list for you ten or so Christian organizations who 
are working to try to get more Christians in the House and 
the Senate?” | said to the host. 

“Listen, | get your point,” he said. 

“But | don’t think you do. Here is my position: As a 
Christian, | believe Jesus wants to reach out to people who 
are lost and, yes, immoral—immoral just like you and | are im- 
moral; and declaring war against them and stirring up your 
listeners to the point of anger and giving them the feeling 
that their country, their families, and their lifestyles are being 


threatened is only hurting what Jesus is trying to do. This 
isn't rocket science. If you declare war on somebody, you 
have to either handcuff them or kill them. That’s the only way 
to win. But if you want them to be forgiven by Christ, if you 
want them to live eternally in heaven with Jesus, then you 
have to love them. The choice is yours and my suspicion is 
you will be held responsible by God, a Judge who will know 
your motives. So go ahead and declare war in the name of 
a conservative agenda, but don’t do it in the name of God. 
That’s what militant Muslims are doing in the Middle East, 
and we don’t want that here.” [...] 

A moral message a message of us versus them, over- 

flowing in war rhetoric never hindered the early message of 
grace, of repentance toward dead works and immorality in 
exchange for a love relationship with Christ. War rhetoric 
against people is not the methodology, not the sort of 
communication that came out of the mouth of Jesus or the 
mouths of any of His followers. In fact, even today, moralists 
who use war rhetoric will speak of right and wrong, and 
even some vague and angry god, but never Jesus. Listen 
closely, and | assure you, they will not talk about Jesus. 
In my opinion, if you hate somebody because they are differ- 
ent from you, you'd best get on your knees and repent until 
you can say you love them, until you have gotten your soul 
right with Christ. 

| can’t say this clearly enough: If we are preaching 
morality without Christ, and using war rhetoric to commu- 
nicate a battle mentality, we are fighting on Satan’s side. 
This battle we are in is a battle against the principalities of 
darkness, not against people who are different from us. In 
war you shoot the enemy, not the hostage. [...] 

The greatest comfort | can feel in the middle of this 
is that Jesus did not lend Himself to war causes, to tax 
issues or political campaigns. For that matter, He did not 
lend Himself to raising money for education or stumping for 
affirmative action. It was as if He did not trust us to build a 
utopia. He kept it very simple, in fact. Follow Me, He said. 
| have no opinion about what color paint should be in this 
prison. Follow Me. 

Is Jesus angry? Sometimes. Does He speak of sin 
and morality? Yes, quite frequently. Does the contemporary 
evangelical model of sin and morality reflect the teachings 
of Christ? As a flea is a part of a dog, but not to be con- 
fused with the dog itself. ls Jesus frustrated with sinners? 
Yes. Is He frustrated with religious zealots who use His 
Father's name to build businesses or support agendas? He 
is violently frustrated. ls there a penalty to pay for rejecting 
Him? Yes, apart from Christ we will die and are dying. 
Does Jesus like liberals more than conservatives? He will 
be nobody's flag. 


Reprinted by permission of Thomas Nelson Inc., Nashville, TN., 
from the book entitled Searching For God Knows What © 2004 
by Donald Miller. All rights reserved. 





film&theology 


all stories possess shared themes, and many 
films are saying alot more than you realize. join 
US aS we engage contemporary culture and 
view this art form through a discerning lens. 
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By Pastor Tim Smith and Andrew Myers SSmmmmmm 


“There is nothing, not even in the most remote 
places of my abstract lexicon, that God did not ven- 
ture into first. All | can do is bow down before the 
unimagined Imaginer and thank him that he has 
allowed me to imagine and make after the origi- 
nating manner of just a few of His thoughts. 
And as | kneel in my humble station, as | 
place the fruit of my imagination at the 
Creator’s feet, | can at least say this: 
‘Honored Creator, whatever | have 
tried to see, you saw it first. But thanks 
you for allowing me to suggest just 
one more way of seeing it.’ Then I rise 
from my knees and give witness to the 
world that God’s greatness outshines 
anything | can do.” 

—from Unceasing Worship, by Harold Best 


Worship: arguably one of the most general, de- 
bated, exploited and beautiful words in the Christian lexicon. 
Conventional wisdom does not distinguish between worship 
and singing, but conventional wisdom is stupid (1Cor 2:14). 

Worship is our response to God's initiation. While this 
response may manifest itself in the form of Sunday morning 
praise music, an initiation this powerful demands a much 
more thorough response. In his letter to the Romans, after 
awing at the enormous, all-encompassing nature of God, 
Paul urges us, “in view of God's mercy, to offer [our] bodies 
as living sacrifices” as our “spiritual act of worship” (Rom 
12:1). This is full body worship. This is a response that does 
not start and stop based on how many other Christians you 
are standing next to or how your emotions are stirred at a 
particular point in time. This is a lifestyle. 

And really, no lifestyle exists other than of worship. We 
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all worship something—ourselves, football, shopping, George 


W. Bush, ourselves, chocolate, ourselves, Microsoft, Apple, 
sex, ourselves—we offer our bodies, our time, our resources 
to something. The object of our worship rarely deserves the 
attention, but the act of worship itself is inevitable; we are 
created in the image of a ceaseless worshipper. 

Before His death, Jesus prayed: “Father, the time has 
come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you [...] 
| have brought glory on earth by completing the work you 
gave me to do” (John 17:1, 4). Jesus’ unprecedented focus 
on the glory and will of the Father evoke the relationship 
shared by the Trinity, in which the Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost exist in perfect, unhindered community and devo- 
tion to one another (see above figure: pre-creation). Out 
of generosity and love, He brought man into existence to 
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share in this worship (see: creation). However sin shattered 
the beauty of pure worship. 

With the Fall, man did not lose the compulsion to 
praise—man did not lose the need to worship—but the source 
of this need’s fulfillment was cut off, obscured by the fog of 
sin. And so we wandered off, pursuing the affirmation and 
comfort of lesser, more “accessible” gods (see: falh. With 
Jesus, God saved us from an eternity of tripping (see: Jesus). 
Like some sort of holy fog horn, He calls us in the right 
direction. The haze is beginning to burn off. Very soon the 
day will be clear again (see: heaven). 

In these already/not yet days of post-Fall and pre- 
Heaven humanity, our desire to re-connect and respond to 
our Father in worship has twisted into various unpleasant 
forms. The abuse of art is one such mutation. In a delicate 
balance, we (society) and we (the Church) are prone to 
elevate and denigrate the role of the arts in worship: an ugly 
paradox that manifests itself in a few common ways. 


myth: art is holier than Jesus 
The elevation of art appears in godless worship—placing 
creation above Creator (Rom 1:25)—but also in sneakier 
places. When a song or candles or ambience becomes the 
essential link between myself and God, I’ve made aesthetic 
mediator between God and l, replacing Christ. Acoustic 
guitar and scented candles can make us feel fuzzy, but 
they're not a means to the living God. There is only one thing 
that can connect us to God and his name is Jesus Christ 
This is not to dissuade anyone from participating in 
corporate worship through song and music (Eph 5:19; 
Heb 10:25), but worship must not be confined to certain 
circumstances or environments, time or place, “neither on 
this mountain nor in Jerusalem”; for “a time is coming and 
has now come when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers 
the Father seeks” (John 4:21; 23). 


myth: art is holier than plumbing 
Spirit and truth encompass heart and mind, the core aspects 
of being. God defines worship as an action that infiltrates 
every aspect of our life, to the point that “whatever you do, 
work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for 
men” (Col 3:23). Singing songs represents one of infinite 
methods to worship and love Jesus; the arts are only one 
way to respond to God's initiation. While an artist responds 
by painting a beautiful landscape, a plumber responds by 
plumbing really awesome. Both please God if both are done 
to His glory. 

Too often our tendency is to elevate certain activities 
(i.e. painting, writing, singing songs of worship) that seem 
higher in our minds and call them spiritual while we 
subtly denigrate the rest of the “stuff of life” (i.e. working, 
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cleaning, plumbing) as unspiritual drudgery. This is the es- 
sence of dualism and it should not be. The Christian should 
rightly bring all of life, both the art and the plumbing, together 
under the passion to see God get glory in ever facet of our life. 


myth: Christian art 

Christians tend to evaluate art solely on the basis of its ability 
to communicate truth. This works itself out in a number of 
ways: music that is only judged by its lyrical content with 
little regard for the form, paintings are only Christian if they 
directly represent a cross, dove or lamb; dance that is only 
edifying if it is a mime of the crucifixion. The arts can never 
take the place of direct proclamation. Each art form has both 
strength and weakness in its ability to communicate truth 
but, as long as truth actually gets proclaimed directly in some 
form, the artist should have great freedom to venture into all 
avenues of the human experience and abstraction. When 
the arts are forced to preach, it unnecessarily reduces the 
scope of what they can embody (because the product must 
be accessible to everyone). 

This is akin to the artist telling the plumber how to plumb 
for God. If the painter knows nothing about the plumber’s 
work, the painter can still learn from the manner and motives 
by which the work is accomplished: in spirit and truth. The 
painter might not understand the plumber’s response to God 
and the plumber might not get the painter’s artwork, but they 
can love each other and ask each other questions. In this 
way, not only can we learn from our individual responses to 
God’s initiation, if the painter’s toilet gets clogged up, the 
plumber can hook a brother up. 


myth: art is more evil than Satan 

If certain churches or the Christian sub-culture force dog- 
matic resolutions into the often irresolute world of artistic 
expression, other churches overlook the arts altogether. 
These are churches full of “plumbers” who don’t worship 
the same way as “artists” and are threatened by a form of 
response they don’t understand. This denigration of the arts 
not only inhibits certain individuals’ communion with God, it 
prevents the Body as a whole from challenging, encouraging 
and learning from one another’s different perspectives on 
what it means to live a life of worship. 


myth: Pastor Tim can paint 
The Mars Hill elders strive to embrace a broad community 
of worshipers. Within this community, as Pastor in charge 
of corporate worship and the arts and technologies that go 
with it, Tim Smith strives for a broad representation of artistic 
worship. In music, that means exploring various genres and 
instruments. In other fine arts, that means we have some 
work to do. 

In a Curious inverse relation to the growth of our church, 
the production of artwork within the church has seemed to 
decline. In order to reinvigorate the artistic worshipers among 


"real change In real relationships" | enjoy authentic relationship 
with God & experience transformed, renewed friendships with others 
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april 8 - 9 at Mars Hill Church in Seattle | details & registration at 
www.reachtheheartexperience.com 


us, Pastor Tim is seeking a fine arts intern to help organize, 
motivate and advocate for the many talented artists that 
attend Mars Hill. This intern would work closely w/ Pastor 
Tim and a core group of artists to evaluate art submissions, 
promote and implement art shows in the public spaces of 
our church and serve as a liaison between the church and 
the local artist community. According to Tim, our own little 
visual arts renaissance is “something | wanna see happen, 
but | don’t know jack about.” He is strictly an appreciator of 
art and not a practitioner. 

In a city that seeks to foster artistic expression (a nice 
way of putting it), a strong fine arts ministry would be an 
excellent way to engage and participate in our community. 
Right here in Ballard, by establishing Mars Hill Church as 
a regular stop on the city’s Art Walk, we'd be opening our 
doors to a whole new crowd. 

Similar to what the Paradox seeks to accomplish in the 
musical community, Mars Hill visual arts will attract neigh- 
bors, strike up Conversation and ultimately point others to 
Jesus; painters He loves respond to that love by painting. 
Even if their paintings have nothing to do with angels and 
lambs. 4 





If you are interested in getting involved in the arts at Mars 
Hill or want more information on the Fine Arts Internship 
please e-mail pastortim@marshillchurch.org. 
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take home mars hill music for $10. 
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by Pastor Mark Driscoll = 


Johann Gutenberg 


Shortly after becoming a Christian | began consuming books 
with all of the enthusiasm of a glutton at a buffet. | began 
hanging out at a Christian bookstore near my college campus 
simply because | enjoyed learning about authors, publishers, 
and the fascinating world of Christian thought. 

After graduation my wife Grace and | moved back to 
our hometown of Seattle where | soon got a job at the best 
Christian bookstore around that has sadly since closed. 
| had another job, but took this second job simply to buy 
theological books at a discount. Quickly, our home began 
filling up with books. | also had stacks of books lined up at the 
store waiting for payday so that | could give the money back 
and take my books home as salary. Today, my home includes 
a personal library of some 3,000 books that is growing daily 
and sometimes | walk in to gaze upon my stacks and raise 
my hands to Jesus thanking Him for Johann Gutenberg. 


Why? Because one peculiar German metalworker, in- 


ventor and business entrepreneur named Johann Gutenberg 
invented the moveable type printing press. His invention 
made the mass production of books possible for the first 
time in human history. 

Consider this for a moment. If we were living in 1450 
my personal library would perhaps be the size of the library 
for many towns. At that time all books were hand-copied 
and took years to write out, with a Bible taking a copyist 
upward of 20 years to complete. Consequently, all of the 
books in Western Europe totaled roughly the same number 
in a modern public library. But, by 1500 the number of books 
exploded into the millions because Gutenberg’s press, 
adapted from the presses used in wine making, enabled 
rapid printing. By 1500 there were 151 print shops in Venice 
alone. In Martin Luther's city of Wittenberg, 100,000 Bibles 
were being printed. 

The facts of Gutenberg’s personal life are more difficult 
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to piece together. It is believed he lived from 1398 to 1468 
and was born to a wealthy entrepreneur who later lost his 
fortune. He may have been married, but that fact is uncertain. 
He may have attended theological seminary, but that fact too, 
is uncertain. There is not even widespread agreement on his 
appearance because he was a rather simple and unknown 
man until after his death. 

Legend has it that as a little boy he was carving his 
name onto wooden blocks on his fathers work bench when 
an “h” fell into a bucket of purple dye. Apparently Gutenberg 
took the block out of the dye bucket and set it upon a piece 
of paper to dry causing a stamp imprint that some forty years 
later would inspire him to create a metal press to print books 
in similar fashion. 

Among the first things Gutenberg published were the 
now-famous Gutenberg Bibles in 1455. The two-volume 
Bibles had 1282 pages and cost roughly the equivalent of 
three years’ wages for a common worker. He printed 200 
copies on an expensive imported paper and 30 copies on 
vellum, which required the slaughtering of 10,000 calves for 
their hides to make. To finance his start-up costs Gutenberg 
borrowed a considerable amount of money. But, shortly 
after his invention proved successful, his lender called in his 
debt, which bankrupted Gutenberg and caused his printing 
presses to be seized. Tragically, Gutenberg never profited 
from his invention and died in poverty living off of a pension 
that was gifted to him by the Catholic Church. 


But, his invention is among the most important in the his- 


tory of the world. It sparked the information revolution, which 
lead to the scientific revolution, Renaissance and Protestant 
Reformation. At the end of 1999, Time magazine named him 
“Person of the Millennium.” Every time we pick up a printed 
document, especially a Bible, we honor his labor. 





Because his invention allowed the widespread distribu- 


tion of Bibles and literature from men such as Martin Luther, 
many Protestant Christians have been quick to claim Johann 
Gutenberg as a brother in their cause of correcting the 
errors of the Catholic Church. But the peculiar truth is that 
in addition to printing Bibles, the opportunistic businessman 


also printed indulgences for the Catholic Church's fundrais- 


ing Campaign, which generated revenue by providing the 
living an opportunity to purchase the forgiveness of dead 
relatives’ sins, thereby freeing them from purgatory and 


allowing them to advance into heaven. At the end of his life, 
however, Gutenberg may have had a conversion of sorts 
when he became a friar, dedicating his final years to prayer 
and good works. 

In the end we know much more about what the man 
made than who he was. Perhaps he was a regular Christian 
filled with good works and selfish sins like David the adul- 
terating worship leader, Peter the cowardly head of the 
disciples, and the rest of us whose life story, if one day told, 
will likewise sound like a sordid combination of the holy and 
horrific. However, there is one thing of which we can be 
certain: God used this man to change the world like few 
before or since. w 


Ecclesiastes 12:2 “Of making 
many books there is no end...” 
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on sale now in all 
major bookstores. 


buy it at the Mars Hill 
resource center in the 


Northeast foyer for 
only $10. 


Remembering 
Jeff 





Jeff Phillips was baptized on March 
17, 2003 and became a member of 
Mars Hill Church in June of the same 
year. He loved God, his family, friends 
and Guinness Stout. We raise a pint 
to you, Jeff. 





by Andrew Mead, Dave Sheffield and the Men’s Community Group mamm 


On January 2, 2005, we lost a dear brother named Jeffrey Daniel 
Phillips. Many of you may have been greeted by Jeff during the 
morning services at Mars Hill. His smile was affectionate and 
his handshake memorable, and if you knew Jeff, you would have 
heard how his relationship with God transformed his life over the 
last three years. 

Jeff Phillips was 35 years old when he died, but he was 
ready. He was very close to his younger sister Tara, and his mom 


and dad, who still reside in his hometown of Port Orchard, WA. 


Over the past year, the family had several occasions to spend 


time together in such places as Aspen, Maui and San Francisco. 


Jeff was born when his parents lived in Eastlake; he passed away 
in the same building. This special apartment also became the 
meeting place for our community group. 

Jeff loved to travel, to cook and to encourage others in their 
faith journey. More than once, he had been to Ireland, the U.K and 
Australia. Most recently, he journeyed to Greece with his friend 
Chad. He was always praying for his friends and his co-workers 
at Pemco Insurance, where he had a tremendous impact over his 
seven years there. He also recorded the prayer requests from 
our community group and then emailed them out to encourage 
us to pray for each other. His compassion was obvious as he 
listened without judgment. As well, the brother knew how to cook! 


Many of us thought he had been to culinary school. 

In a strange twist of fate, he was baptized at Mars Hill 
Church on St. Patrick’s Day, 2003. Afterwards, his parents took 
the small group out for a pint of Guinness. They even opened 
their home on the water to us for a day and then gave us a week 
at their time-share in Hawaii. Jeff was so giving and always had 
positive things to say about people. Despite having diabetes, 
many would have agreed that Jeff had a good life. But Jeff knew 
something was missing. 

No, it wasn’t a wife. It was an intimate love relationship with 
his heavenly Father. Jeff let that deep love and forgiveness sink in. 
You could just feel it in the way he lived his life. He dreamed big 
dreams like starting a church-planting foundation and meeting 
community needs. Jeff lived his life with no regrets. By loving on 
those around him, Jeff shared the love of Christ. Our men’s group 
saw it, heard it, felt it and even smelled it in his good “home 
cookin’” on Thursday nights. 

But nowhere did | see it more evident than in the pure 
brotherly love he gave to his sister’s best friend Shonna. After 
a broken engagement, Shonna moved back to Seattle and Jeff 
was her only support. He comforted her like a true brother, taking 
calls or drop-ins any time of the day or night. They even started 
church-shopping, which led to Jeff finding a home at Mars Hill. 
Following is an excerpt from a thank you note that Shonna wrote 
Jeff in the days following his death: 





Jett, 


My heart is broken in your absence, and my comfort rests in your faithfulness to God, knowing that you are in the presence of our savior 


and in this moment dancing before the Father. Your love has been perfected. Your life complete. 


I love you Jeff, I love who you were and how you loved me. There are so many things I want to say but most of all I want to say “thank 


29 


you. 


Thank you for being a true friend, a friend like I have not known before. Thank you for being the best Valentine I have ever had, at a 
time when I needed to feel loved and worthy, a time when I needed to know that men are good. Thank you for sharing your heart, your 
heartache, your dreams, your hopes and your faith. For dreaming about a better future and igniting passion in my soul. Looking at your 
face lit me up. Listening to your laughter gave me peace. 


You reminded me that I am the daughter of a King and to carry on with the faith of Gods promises for my future. You were a shining 
example of a man worthy of the heart of a great woman. And you aspired toward such a union by working so hard to be a great man. 
You showed me what it means to care for, honor and respect a woman, and in your care you never objectified me or made me feel less 
than beautiful. 


Most of all, thank you for reminding me that life is precious, a gift and not to take any moment or any soul for granted. For showing me 
that every person has something to teach me and every person has enormous and eternal value. You never spoke ill of anyone. 


You were contagious, you were real, you were brave, you were beautiful and I will cherish you always. 
Until we meet in the arms of our King. 

I love you, 

Shonna 





We love you Jeff. You will be missed. To our friend, cheers. x4 
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Mars Hill Community Groups 


“And let us consider how we may spur one another on opportunities for you to connect and grow authentic relation- 


toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting ships and lasting biblical friendships with your brothers and 
sisters in Christ, experience authentic biblical community 
with God and others, find nourishment and accountability 


as you mature in your own walk with Christ and establish a 


together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us 
encourage one another — and all the more as you see the 
Day approaching.” (Heb 10:24-25) 

Mars Hill community groups are modeled after the 
early New Testament home churches. In Acts Chapter 2, 
Christians gathered together in homes for the purposes of 


support center from which you will go out into your various 
social networks carrying the hope of the Gospel. 

Prayerfully consider joining a community group. A com- 
studying Scripture, bonding as a Christ-loving community prehensive list of groups with contact information is available 
and advancing the Gospel in their culture. They held ev- online, in the connect center, and below. 
erything in common through friendship, prayer, fellowship, 
meals and study. (Please contact the host for address, directions, etc. using 
All community groups take place in the homes of the contact information given below) 
church members who are committed to sharing their lives 


with those who participate in their group. The purpose of 





community groups is to provide a warm environment with 


MONDAY 


Ballard 7pm 

Led by: Craig Baker & Mark Blair 
Contact: Mark Blair 
marktheblair@yahoo.com 


Ballard 7pm 

Contact: Kurt & Michelle 
Stender 

206-783-4425 
michelle@stenderlaw.com 


Ballard 

Contact: Becky Clements 
206-297-0702 
rebeccaclements@hotmail.com 


Greenlake 7pm 

Contact: Jonathan & Moira 
Bugler 

206-710-1362 
moirabugler@yahoo.com 


North Seattle 10am 
Led by: Tina French 
Contact: Kate Policani 
206-418-0405 
cupkate@comcast.net 
for women only 


Redmond 7pm 

Contact: John and Jeannie 
Rivard 

206-484-3886 
john@rivards.net 


TUESDAY 


Ballard 6:30pm 
Contact: Fawn Hall 
206-706-8379 
gasket_girl@hotmail.com 
for women only 


Ballard 7pm 

Contact: Brad and Jill House 
206-297-6836 
jillhouse@hotmail.com 


Ballard 7:30pm 

Contact: David and Patty Pauls 
(206) 235-4215 

patty @starfishcreative.com 


Ballard 7pm 

Contact: Scott Richardson 
206-783-5902 
ballardcommunitygroup@eart 
hlink.net 


Ballard 7pm 

Led by: Luke Abrams 
Contact: Jessica Abrams 
206-619-3824 
jessica@theabrams.net 


Central District 

Led by: Wes Oaks 

Contact: Brian Truman 
206-903-8545 
motoroilandbedhead@yahoo. 
com 


Crown Hill 7:30pm 
Contact: Drew and Lisa 
Maxwell 

206-650-7085 
lisa@marshillchurch.org 


Edmonds 7pm 

Led by: Wilson Raj 
Contact: Rick James 
512-626-9518 
denali_2000@yahoo.com 
for men only 


Everett 

Contact: Tim and Anne Quiring 
425-379-2966 
tquiring@earthlink.net 


Fremont 7pm 
Contact: John Cross 
206-524-3396 
jlc9@u.washington.edu 


Greenlake 7:30pm 

Led by: Lee Brown 
Contact: Christy Oosten 
206-297-6391 
c_oosten@hotmail.com 


Greenwood 6:30pm 

Contact: Nick and Beth Moceri 
206-219-9092 
nick@wearedual.com 


Issaquah 6:45pm 

Led by: Dan Kronstad 
Contact: Jason & Kelly Cowan 
jasoncowan98@yahoo.com 


Kirkland 7:30pm 

Contact: Tim & Mariah Zion 
206-427-7869 
timzion@hotmail.com 


Lake City 7pm 

Led by: Matt Johnson 
Contact: Rose Johnson 
206-953-6414 
r_shalomj@yahoo.com 


Lake City 7pm 

Contact: Matthew and 
Christina Smith 
206-300-6128 
matthew@windermere.com 


Lynnwood 7pm 
Contact: Jim Dahlman 
425-744-0588 
jedahlman@hotmail.com 


Magnolia 7pm 

Led by: Adam Sinnett 
Contact: Tony Bolander 
206-979-881 1 
tonybolander@yahoo.com 


Queen Anne 7pm 
Contact: Joel Robnett 
206-300-0960 
robnett26@hotmail.com 


u =en COMMUNITY 


Redmond 

Contact: Jesse Winkler 
425-558-9433 
jessewinkler@verizon.net 


Shoreline 7pm 

Contact: Bill and Joan Nieman 
206-417-5565 
joanandbill@seanet.com 


Shoreline 7pm 

Led by: Andy Myers 
Contact: Heidi Myers 
206-992-3019 
alayne@gmail.com 


Shoreline 10am 
Contact: Trisha Wilkerson 
trishaw@speakeasy.net 
for women only 


So. Issaquah 7pm 
Contact: David and Sammi 
Nelson 

425-432-0748 
applefieldfarm@msn.com 


South Seattle 7pm 

Contact: Ted and Sarah Dietz 
206-755-0774 
sarahdietz@email.com 


University District 7pm 
Contact: Michael Adeney 
206-240-7589 
mwadeney@u.washington.edu 


University District 7pm 
Contact: Josh Dougherty 
360-620-2180 
doughj@spu.edu 


University District 7pm 
Contact: Jacob Beers 
206-524-3396 
jbeers 707 @hotmail.com 


Wallingford 

Led by: Paul Miller 
Contact: Mike Murphey 
206-547-0635 
mmurphey@microsoft.com 
for men only 


WEDNESDAY 


Crown Hill 10am 
Contact: Sandy Patterson 
206-306-0977 
ssl7@cornell.edu 

for women only 


Kirkland 6:30pm 

Led by: Paul Clark 

Contact: Sam and Beth Barrett 
425-739-7390 
samandbethbarrett@attws.com 


Kirkland 6:30pm 
Contact: Jamie Wallace 
425-605-4524 
jamie@jamieandholly.com 


THURSDAY 


Bothell 10am 

Contact: Danielle Blazer 
425-316-6803 
DaniBlazer@aol.com 

for women only 


Eastlake 7:30pm 
Contact: Dave Sheffield 
206-679-3770 
dsheffi@yahoo.com 

for men only 


Kirkland 7pm 

Contact: Richard Harleman 
425-205-9367 
raharleman@hotmail.com 


Kirkland 6:30pm 

Led by: Micah Stroh 
Contact: Michelle Bates 
206-313-7757 
Icruizerchick@yahoo.com 


Lynnwood 7:30pm 

Led by: Kristian Ellefsen 
Contact: Bina Ellefsen 
206-372-2694 
bina@nwirp.org 


Northgate 7pm 

Contact: Eric and Carla 
Youngpblut 

206-219-9125 
ericandcarla@youngblut.net 


Phinney Ridge 7pm 
Led by: Chris Hall 
Contact: Kim Hall 
206-297-7995 
kimbrehall@comcast.net 


Queen Anne 7pm 

Led by: Aaron Easter 
Contact: Torrey Maben 
206-285-7027 
torreym@marshillchurch.org 


North Seattle 
Contact: Paul and Jonna Petry 
pastorpaul@marshillchurch.org 


Redmond 10am 

Contact: Angela Winkler 
425-558-9433 
angelawinkler@verizon.net 
for women only 


SATURDAY 


Shoreline 55m 
Contact: Mike & Trisha 
Wilkerson 
trishaw@speakeasy.net 


by Fawn Hall m 


Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and 
admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing 
psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your 
hearts to God. Col. 3:16 


At Mars Hill, our community groups share a common goal, 
but the designs for attaining that goal are as assorted as 
the groups are numerous. You can find groups that are for 
men only, for women only and others that are coed. Some 
groups are studying a particular book of the bible, others 
are in Genesis following the sermons, others are studying a 


groups for discussion and prayer, some worship through 
music and some have weekly or monthly potlucks. 

With the number and variety of community groups at 
Mars Hill, there is undoubtedly one for you to be a contribut- 
ing part of. Please prayerfully check out the comprehensive 
list of groups with contact information below, online or in the 


An integral part of our continued growth of love for 
Jesus Christ and each other involves being in community. 


particular subject matter and still others are going through 
books of interest. Several groups break up into smaller 


connect center. Go check some out. Contact the host for 
address, directions and other pertinent information. \%/ 





Men with guns 


Paul Miller leads a men’s community group that begins every Tuesday meeting with fellow- 
ship and worship through music. These men believe it’s not enough to hope and encourage 
men to become leaders, but it’s also something they expect; they break-off for one-on-one 
accountability time (get ready to roll your sleeves up, men), dive into the word (keep rolling) 
and end in prayer. Currently, Paul’s group is going through the book of Hebrews in discus- 
sion-facilitated fashion. 


This particular community group is infamous for its “fun and gun” events. They periodically 
go to the gun range together on non-community group nights. They also meet at Mike’s Chili 
before film and theology nights, occasionally meet up with men from other community groups 
and sporadically hang out with one of the women’s community groups. Additionally, they 
have been involved in fundraising for an inside church benevolence fund and planning events 
such as the Vox Pop jam and spoken word night, as well as the acoustic jam nights. All this 
is with the mission of improving their walks as Christian men. 


This community group meets Tuesdays at 7:00 pm in Wallingford, John Bronson hosts. Twelve 
to fourteen single and married men attend, ages 18 (no younger, please) to 65 (older’s ok J). 
If you’re a man seeking to build authentic biblical friendships, accountability and growth in 
Jesus Christ, this is definitely a group to consider. 
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Women with grub 


Angela Winkler leads a community group currently studying War of Words, a book on biblical 
community. This women’s group alternates between books dealing with specific women’s issues 
like marriage and family and books on general Christian living. The next book they'll read is Lies 
Women Believe and the Truth That Sets Them Free. They meet on Fridays to fellowship, discuss 
the book and corresponding Scriptures, pray fervently together and often eat lunch together. 


This group is a fine example of sisters in biblical community. They always make sure there is 
time for prayer requests from each individual in the community group. Prayers are lifted up 
during that day and throughout the week. But it doesn’t stop there. This group of ladies takes 
the time to check in with each other throughout the week. And if there are things they are 
struggling with or areas that they seek growth in...look out! They hold each other accountable 
and encourage each other throughout the week. This close-knit group of friends does things 
outside the community group as well as making it priority to be involved and serving in the 
church. Their most recent outpouring of kindness was providing numerous meals to a Mars Hill 
family who recently had a little bundle of joy. 


This community group meets Fridays at 10:00 am in Redmond, Kristi Burley hosts. It’s com- 
prised of single and married women, many with children. The children play, watch movies and 
have snacks in the playroom while mom is in community group. Whether you're married or 
single, if you're a woman who wants to learn and grow in Jesus Christ and family life (or wanting 
to prepare)—this might be the group for you. 
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Money at Mars Hill 


What do we believe about our stuff? 

Very simply, everything we have comes from God. Our money 
is a blessing and a tool we use to worship Him by giving to 
the church (to further the Gospel in Seattle), providing for 
our families and enjoying God and the grace that He gives 
us. You may have a lot and you may have a little, but the real 
question is: are you worshipping God with your stuff and do 
the first fruits of your checkbook reveal that? 


How much should I give? 

The Bible says that giving is for Christians and should be 
directed first to your local church. It does not say how much 
you should give but rather seeks to deal with the heart 
behind your giving. 2nd Corinthians 8 and 9 say that our 
giving should be cheerful, regular, sacrificial and generous. 
The Bible does not prescribe a percentage; through prayer 
we must seek to have a clear conscience in regards to our 
giving. Jesus says, “For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also” (Mt 6:21). 


Who should give? 

Christians should give faithfully to their local church. If you 
are not a Christian, don’t give—seek to deal with the larger 
issue: your sin and Jesus’ forgiveness of that sin. We are 
not concerned about the amount people give but about 
the number of people who are giving. God is building His 
kingdom through the church, and He asks that all believers 
share in this joyous responsibility. This mission is bigger than 
just a few of us and takes everyone's effort and faithfulness; 
no matter if you are a college student who can give only 10 
bucks a month or a millionaire who can give thousands. 


How Can I Give At Mars Hill? 


e By check or cash placed in the offering basket during 
service 

e By check or cash placed In the triangular kiosks located 
in the foyers 


By mailing a check to the church office (contact the office 

if you would like some self addressed envelopes). 

e Online contributions can be given via debit or credit card 
at www.marshillchurch.org. 

e Automatic Payments (ACH) can also be set up - email 

sandi@marshillchurch.org 


Sincerely, 
Pastor Jamie Munson 


Questions, Comments or Concerns, 
e-mail: giving@marshillchurch.org 


CHURCH FINANCIAL INFORMATION/WEEKLY GIVING TRENDS 


6 MO. GIVING TREND 




















Date Budget Giving # of Givers Attendance 

(July 1 - Jan 30, 2004) 
December 26 $75,000.00 $151,213.00 369 1781 

Total Given $1,968,237.51 
January 2 $55,000.00 $38,745.00 226 2794 Households 1668 

Average Giving $168.57/mo 
January 9 $55,000.00 $80,464.00 319 2832 per household 
January 16 $55,000.00 $65,427.00 320 3262 
January 23 $55,000.00 $57,103.00 350 3327 
January 30 $55,000.00 $56,447.00 343 3614 

















MONTHLY BUDGET VS. ACTUAL GIVING 
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The Widow’s Heart 


by Michelle Lomba 


“He also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper 
coins....” Luke 21:2 


Many know the story about the poor widow's offering. But 
those tiny copper coins—worth only a fraction of a penny 
each—aren't the point. The point is how much they were 
worth to that poor woman and in turn, how much her offering 
was worth to God. 

Remember that Jesus did not point out a rich man as 
our example. Most likely the rich were giving large amounts 
in the temple that day. What they were not doing was giving 


y avez FINANCIAL 


sacrificially. No matter how large their gifts were, the money 
was an insignificant portion of their overall wealth. For those 
people, giving numerous coins was nothing. For the widow, 
two mites were everything. 

Though she had nothing, the widow gave willingly, not 
grudgingly. Humbly, not boastfully. Trustingly, ngi fearfully. 
Il Corinthians 9:7 tells us, “So let each one give as he pur- 
poses in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God 
loves a cheerful giver.” The poor widow thanked the Lord for 
what she did have by giving it back to Him. 

In the end the Lord wasn’t concerned with the contents 
of the widow's purse; what was important was the content 
of her heart. Jesus knew what was in each, and He tells us 
plainly which is the more valuable: “Truly I say to you that this 
poor widow has put in more than all.” (Lk 21:3) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 





MARS HILL CHURCH EXPANSION 


The need for another building 

Seattle is among the least churched cities in our nation, and 
we want to see as many people as possible here become 
disciples of Jesus Christ. We are humbled by what God has 
already done for and through Mars Hill, and excited about the 
future that He has for us. Our church has grown by over 60% 
a year since its inception in 1998. If the same rate continues 
we may have 10,000 people in the next 3 years. Even if it 
slowed to 25% a year, we would have nearly 10,000 people 
in 5 years. In either case, our existing facility just can’t sup- 
port long-term growth. 

Consequently, the Elders have spent a lot of time 
studying, praying and discussing what’s next for our church. 
Knowing that our facility can only realistically accommodate 
a church of around 4,000 - 5,000, we have been forced 
to wrestle with the question: what's next? After researching 
and praying through various options, we’ve decided it is most 
prudent to purchase an additional facility in the immediate 
vicinity of our existing location; God has opened the door for 
us to purchase a building 1 block north of the church. 


Next Steps 
Please pray for wisdom, God's favor, financial provision, 
and the hearts of so many people that need Jesus Christ. 
We have negotiated several contingencies and will have 
a 30-90 day due diligence period before closing of the 
property. We will open the space up soon for the body to 
see. We will begin taking pledges and donations for the 
project through all of our normal giving channels. When you 
contribute to the building fund, please just make sure to 
note that on your gift so that we can designate it toward the 
new building project. 

For detailed information statistics, the multi-site plan, proj- 
ect timeline and cost, pick up the Mars Hill Facility Expansion 
Project flyer at the Information Desk or Connect Center. If you 


have any questions or resources that may be helpful for this 
project, please email pastorjamie@marshillchurch.org. 





Finally: a Reason to Read the Seattle Times 
Pastor Mark is being delivered to your very door in the Seattle 
Times Religion section as a rotating columnist about every 
month or so. His first article was featured in the January 15th 
edition of the Seattle Times along side a Roman Catholic, a 
Muslim, a Jew and a mainline Protestant. No, this is not the 
opening to a bad joke. Keep your eyes open and grab your 
subscriptions now! 


Baby Dedications Sunday February 13th 

We will be having baby dedications as part of our Sunday 
services on February 13. If you are a Mars Hill member and 
wish to have your baby dedicated, contact us ASAP! Email 
lisa@marshillchurch.org to get on the list and receive 
details on what to do and how to prepare. 


SUPPORT & RECOVERY GROUPS 

Mars Hill Church offers other support ministries and recov- 
ery groups for dealing with the pains of living life in a fallen 
world. Support and Recovery Groups include: Sanctuary 
(loss of child/miscarriage), The Wounded Heart (for men and 
women dealing with past sexual abuse), Women’s Recovery 
(general), Alcohol Recovery for Men, Recovery for Sexual 
Addiction (men), and Homosexuality transformation. For 
more information about Mars Hill Recovery Groups, e-mail: 
lisa@marshillchurch.org. 


GETTING INVOLVED 


Don’t go to church, be the church 


Paint Crew 

Help keep our building looking sharp and welcoming by 
joining the Saturday morning paint crew. Join the crew for 
breakfast before touch-up work begins (no artistic ability 
necessary). Contact Jay Edmark jay@marshillchurch.org. 


Cleanup 

Sleep when you're dead! More volunteers are needed to 
help with cleanup after the 7:15 service. 

E-mail jay@marshillchurch.org to join the team. 


Get GOOSED! 

What or who is Goose? Find out by joining the service 

production team! Opportunities to serve on Sundays, Film & 

Theology, Paradox shows and other events: 

e Back-up and special events lighting operators (No experi- 
ence needed) 

e Stage-hands to help with the weekly baptisms and other 
needs 

e Camera operators for Sunday services 

Occasional installation of new gear or help with special 

projects during the week (No experience needed) 

e-mail goose@marshillchurch.org for more info 





Resources needed for engaged couples 

Do you have a special talent or service to offer to couples 
getting married? Do you take photos? Create a gorgeous 
coiffe? Or bake a decadent cake? If so, please email 
weddings@marshillchurch.org and tell us your skill! We will 
include you in our Resource Sheet designed to help couples 
choose valuable assistants to make their wedding day dreams 
a reality! Deadline for submissions is February 15. 


Become a membership interviewer 

Please help maintain the health of our church by connecting 
with those seeking membership. This ministry has evolved 
to be even more crucial to the body as we welcome those 
who have taken steps to becoming a member. Right now, 
we are in great need of women interviewers to help with 
the high volume of new women members waiting for a 


membership interview. Please contact Gigi for more details: 
gigim@marshillchurch.org. 


a eee: Be a I 
Use the parking lot across 


from 7-11 that Mars Hill 
rents! Itis 2 blocks east 
and 1 block south of 
Mars Hill. 
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February 


for more information, visit www.marshillchurch.org 





sunday services 
9:00 am, 11:15 am, 5:00 pm, 7:15 pm 
(children’s ministry at all services except 7:15 pm) 
gospel class (wednesday evenings at 6:45) 
The first point of connection for those consider- 
ing Mars Hill as their church home. Content of the 
class covers our core values, biblical theology, our 
mission and how to participate with us spiritually 
and practically. 


capstone classes (sunday afternoons at 1:20 & 
3:00 & wednesday evenings at 6:45) 
Christian education classes are free of charge. 


[proxy] (teens at MH, wednesday evenings) 
[proxy] is our midweek ministry for junior high and 
high school students, including music, teaching, 
discussion and prayer. 


jericho junction (wednesday evenings) 
Biblical truths and values are uniquely presented 
on Wednesday nights through the use of puppets 
and live costumed characters. 


“breakfast with bubba” (10:00 am 
saturday mornings at Mars Hill Church) 
Join our Saturday volunteer team for breakfast 
together prayer and fellowship, cleaning and 
preparing our church for worship the following day. 
Contact jay@marshillchurch.org for more details. 


mars hill concert! 
March 4, 7:00 pm — Doors open at 6:00pm 
Cost: $16 at the door 
$14 advance tickets at www.iticket.com 
Bebo Norman & Shawn McDonald 


paradox concerts (Always All Ages) 
We're pleased to offer Mars Hill facilities as a very 
practical, hospitable outreach to our local music 
scene. Check out www.theparadox.org for more 
information on concerts. 

February 4, 8:00pm - Cost: TBD 
Tsunami Benefit / Birthday Show 
Bands: Slender Means, Little hand of the City, Darci 
Cash, special guests 

February 8, 8:00 p.m. - Cost: $8 
Bands: Waking Ashland, The Snake The Cross 
The Crown, Matthew Shaw &... 

February 12, 8:00 p.m. - Cost: $7 
Bands: Ms. Led, The Catch, Infomatik and The 
Jeunes 


january 30 february 1 
Gospel Class Paradox Concert Breakfast w/ Bubba 
Capstone Classes Tsunami Benefit MH Outdoors 
[proxy] Ski Day 
Jericho Junction 
6 7 8 9 10 11 2 
Sunday Services Paradox Concert Gospel Class Film & Theology Breakfast w/ Bubba 
Capstone Classes Waking Ashland Capstone Classes “Luther” MH Outdoors & 
[proxy] MH Covenant 
Jericho Junction Snow-shoeing 
Paradox Concert 
Ms. Led, The Catch 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
Sunday Services Gospel Class Breakfast w/ Bubba 
Capstone Classes Capstone Classes 
[proxy] 
Jericho Junction 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
Sunday Services Gospel Class Breakfast w/ Bubba 
Capstone Classes Capstone Classes MH Outdoors 
[proxy] Cross-Country Skiing 
Jericho Junction MH Covenant 
2005 Kickoff Event 
Die 28 march 1 2 3 4 5 
Sunday Services Gospel Class Mars Hill Concert: Breakfast w/ Bubba 
Capstone Classes Capstone Classes Bebo Norman/ MH Outdoors 
[proxy] Shawn McDonald Snow Camping 
Jericho Junction 
6 fi 8 9 10 11 2 
Sunday Services Gospel Class Breakfast w/ Bubba 
Capstone Classes Capstone Classes MH Outdoors 


MH Outdoors 
Snow Camping 


[proxy] 
Jericho Junction 
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Rainier Snow Day 


film & theology (monthly) 
February 11, 6:45 pm (free) “LUTHER” 
Joseph Fiennes portrays Martin Luther, the fa- 
mous man whom God worked through as part of 
a tremendous reformation of His church. Join us 
for the film which highlights Luther's life, then stay 
for discussion and Q&A with Mars Hill Pastors. 


covenant ministry 
Activities for singles at Mars Hill. For more 
information on Covenant, as well as the 
latest activity calendar, please check out 
www.marshillchurch.org/covenant 
February 12, Snow-Shoeing at Pilchuck 
Thom Booth - thombooth@emsoln.com 
February 26, Covenant 2005 Kickoff Event, 
7:00pm 
Featuring the teaching of Pastor Bent Meyer, 
followed by fun and games! 
For more information please contact 
covenant@marshillchurch.org 
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mars hill outdoors 
contact each event leader for details on these 
and other outdoor events! 
February 5 
Ski Day, Crystal Mountain 
Meilee Kim — limmei@gmail.com 
February 12 
Snowshoe, Mt. Pilchuck 
Thom Booth — thombooth@emsoln.com 
February 26 
Cross-Country Skiing 
Lisa Dale — lisamdale@hotmail.com 
March 5 & 6 
Snow Camping 
Jim Mallory — jrmallory@hotmail.com 
March 12 
Rainier Snow Day, Mt. Rainier 
Nancyjean Tripp — jersey_climbgirl@yahoo.com 
Rick James — denali_2000@yahoo.com 


